
The Scalpel
Newsletter of the toroNto AcAdemy of VeteriNAry mediciNeNewsletter of the toroNto AcAdemy of VeteriNAry mediciNe Vol. 33, #1 Jan. 2017

President’s
NOTE

ast year in my opening 

message as TAVM presi-

dent, I encouraged participation 

on the Board, and thankfully, a 

few of you took action. I’d like to 

further encourage participation.  

It takes some work, granted not 

arduous, to get the lectures and 

sponsors organized and partici-

pation is greatly appreciated. 

 For my closing message, I’d like to  

provide my two cents on the nearly cliché 

topic of life-work balance. Going back to 

2013, having done many years of triathlon, 

I decided the time was right to try an 

Ironman. It could be easily argued that this 

was a stress-based decision due to things 

that were going on at the time, but the  

exercise did help me deal with the stresses of 

ending a long term relationship and building 

a new veterinary clinic over the next 2 years. 

 While doing this I had to determine 

the style of practice I wanted, and had the 

opportunity to start fresh in a manner 

that worked better for me than previously. 

As my father was a dentist in rural 

Newfoundland, I looked at the dental 

practice management model. Dentists 
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VETERINARY SERIES

Tuesday February 7 
This series of lectures will cover the following five topical 
issues in veterinary medicine:

•  Current and Future Directions in Insulin Therapy
•  Canine Perianal and Rectal Neoplasia
•  Gait Analysis: Is It Orthopedic, Neurologic, or Systemic
    Disease?
•  Dealing with the Respiratory Emergencies and 
    their Associated Conditions
•  Canine Hip Dysplasia: To Cut or Not to Cut?

 Sponsor:  Summit Veterinary
                  Pharmacy

Tuesday March 14
Gastroenterology: The Bad, 
The Badder, and The Baddest

Sponsor:  Royal Canin

HoSpITAl pERSoNNEl SERIES

Wednesday February 8
This series of lectures will cover the following two topical 
issues in veterinary medicine:

•  Let’s Talk Tumours
•  Helping to Treat the Diabetic Patient - “What Every 
    RVT Should Know”

 Sponsor:  Summit Veterinary
                  Pharmacy 

Wednesday March 8
Dental Radiography Equipment, 
Techniques and Interpretation 

Sponsor:  Hill’s Pet Nutrition 

 Dr. Rob Jones

Continued on page 4
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Let’s find a better 
life-work balance



24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

CRITICAL CARE

CARDIOLOGY
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INTERNAL MEDICINE

DIAGNOSTIC IMAGING

SOFT TISSUE &
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REHABILITATION

416.247.VETS (8387)

21 Rolark Dr. Toronto, ON, M1R 3B1

416.247.VETS (8387)
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DO NOT READ
 THE NEXT SENTENCE!!!

You little rebel! 
You are just what we need!

Open positions on our TAVM Board of 
Directors are available. 

If you would like to be more involved with the organization 
and want to help plan upcoming seminar series speakers 
and topics, you will find this very rewarding!

If you are a TAVM member, and this
is something you are interested in, 
please email info@tavm.org or 
call 1-800-670-1702 ext 33.

Toronto Academy of Veterinary Medicine        905-875-0756 • 1 800 670-1702         www.tavm.org 
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The Veterinary
Compounding

Specialists

Prompt
Professional

Precise

Rita Ozolins R.Ph., B.Sc.Phm.
Scott Fraser R.Ph., B.Sc.Phm.

Becky Campbell R.Ph., B.Sc.Phm.
Linda Arone R.Ph., B.Sc.Phm.

#3-503 Imperial Rd. N.
Guelph, Ontario N1H 6T9
info@chironcompounding.com
Phone: 519-824-7887
Toll Free: 1-800-446-8689
Fax: 1-888-677-0437

100% Canadian Owned and Operated

info@chironcompounding.com

100% Canadian Owned and Operated

have long been better at 

managing their appointment 

calendar than veterinarians.  

This was something that 

was dismally missing in my  

previous practice. 

 Coincidentally, many  

discussions at the OVMA 

Board meetings were about 

life-work balance and the state  

of mental health in the  

industry. 

 The trend at my previous 

practice, and I was complicit 

in this, was to extend hours 

as much as possible. We were 

open until 7pm seven days  

a week, and created a schedule 

that ignored life-work balance. 

It was thought that this would 

increase convenience to the  

client, but in fact it just spread  

the appointments over more 

time. Another noticeable 

trend was a reduction in the 

evening appointments due 

primarily to traffic issues. 

 With all this, I thought 

I’d try working no evenings 

or weekends and aim for 

maximizing the appoint-

ment calendar bookings 

when available. Also with 

the average client visits being 

just 1-2 times a year, clients 

aren’t expected to accom-

modate the reduced hours 

very frequently in any case.  

I also provided a free drop off 

service for clients who could 

not accommodate our hours 

at all but still wanted to use 

our services. 

 This has worked well and 

created a much more relaxed 

working environment, and 

the numbers bear out, too. 

Almost three years in, the 

monthly OVMA Dashboard 

metrics show numbers  

far exceeding the industry 

averages. 

 So maybe it’s time our 

industry stopped worrying 

about accommodation of  

a general public that’s more 

understanding of normal 

work hours than we give 

them credit for. Maybe our 

industry should listen to the 

experts promoting life-work 

balance. That will go a long 

way in reducing the stress 

levels and mental health  

issues plaguing our profes-

sion.

President’s
NOTE

Continued from page 1

Dr. Robert Pepper Jones

Dr. Jones was born and raised in Carbonear, 
Newfoundland. He graduated from Atlantic 
Veterinary College in PEI in 1992, worked 
in Wallaceburg, Ontario for two years, then 
moved to Toronto in 1994. Dr. Jones was the 
managing partner and medical director of a 
large veterinary clinic in Scarborough from 
1995 to 2013.  As well as running a full-time 
veterinary practice, Dr. Jones sits on the 
Board of the Ontario Veterinary Medical 
Association and is the President of the 
Toronto Academy of Veterinary Medicine. 
He is also a triathlete, loves to play his tenor 
saxophone, and is an avid cook.
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 The above question is one that can 
evoke a myriad of responses from dif-
ferent people. Certainly the Canadian 
Kennel Club (CKC) would say “no”, at 
least it’s what they said in response to 
that proposal when it was listed among 
the recommendations from the Trempe 
Inquest in 1999. I know this because it 
was one of the things I put forth dur-
ing my testimony in that Inquest, and 
I was personally criticized by members 
of that organization for suggesting such 
regulations were needed. Coming up on 
almost two decades later, I don’t think 
the situation with dog breeding has 
changed all that much. In fact, my opin-
ion would be that it’s actually gotten 
worse when it comes to the unregulated 
breeding of dogs in the Province of On-
tario.
 There are many, many more dogs 
than there are homes for dogs, resulting 
in a large number of dogs being eutha-
nized in municipal shelters throughout 
the province. Yet dogs continue to be 
produced in large numbers by the un-
fettered breeding of them by people try-
ing to sell them for profit. If you would 
like some proof of this, simply go onto 
kijiji and click on any particular breed of 
dog, and you will likely find pages upon 
pages of puppies and young adults for 
sale. I can’t tell you how many clients I 
have had who have purchased such ani-
mals, only to realize later that they have 
been very poorly bred. Of course there 
is nothing illegal about selling dogs on 
kijiji, in fact, when it comes to dogs in 
Ontario virtually nothing is illegal since 
they are merely considered “property” 

by the law – that is, until they bite some-
one. 
 While some will say that socializa-
tion and proper obedience training can 
manage bad behaviour in a dog, I have 
observed that their genetic tempera-
ment can be difficult to overcome in 
many instances. Dogs that are anxious, 
aggressive, or fearful should not be used 
for breeding, but as there are no con-
trols on this it is done with impunity. 
This premise is supported by the large 
number of dogs euthanized due to their 
behaviour, something I have cited on 
numerous occasions in previous articles 
I have written, so I won’t go over the 
sources again that I have used to make 
this assertion. In addition to producing 
dogs with unsound temperaments, the 
price of these practices is also paid by 

unsuspecting dog owners, who often 
assume that there are some rules (or at 
least ethics) involved in the dog breed-
ing world.
 Of course there are ethical dog 
breeders, but they are not the problem; 
I don’t want to paint all breeders with 
the same brush. How can prospective 
buyers know who is an ethical breeder, 
and what can be done to eliminate those 
who are irresponsible? My advice would 
consist of the following:

• A good place to start would be for 
the law to recognize dogs as sentient be-
ings and not just property, thus allow-
ing them to be treated as such. Unfortu-
nately, the government of the day seems 
only interested in the banning of certain 

Are Dog Breeding Regulations 
Needed?

By Kerry Vinson

Continued on page 8

Kerry Vinson’s Mastiff puppy Henry, at 12 weeks old



OUR TEAM

HOSPITAL INFORMATION

By appointment only, Monday to Saturday  
(service dependent)

Referral Services

We are here for you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

Emergency Services

2285 Bristol Circle, Oakville, ON  L6H 6P8

Winston Churchill Blvd.

Bristol Circle

Plymouth
 Dr.

QEW

Dundas

24/7 
Emergency Hospital

Specialist
Referral Centre

Tel: (905) 829-9444     VETEMERGENCY.CA

“Your family veterinarian and us, the perfect team for your pet’s complete care.”

Fax: (905) 829-9646  Email: info@vetemergency.ca

Anesthesiology  Dr. Monica Rosati

Cardiology  Dr. Sandra Minors

Clinical  
Pathology  

Dr. Emmeline Tan

Critical Care   
 Dr. Jennifer Kyes / Dr. Jaime Chandler 
Dr. Rita Ghosal (Resident)

Dentistry  Dr. Lee Jane Huffman

Dermatology  Dr. Tony Yu / Dr. Charlie Pye

Emergency Dr. Kendra Goulet and Associates

Internal  
Medicine  

Dr. Beth Hanselman / Dr. Jinelle Webb 
Dr. Dinaz Naigamwalla / Dr. Kirsten Prosser

Neurology / MRI Dr. Carolina Duque / Dr. Andrea Finnen

Oncology  Dr. Meredith Gauthier

Ophthalmology  Dr. Michael Zigler / Dr. Tara Richards

Rehabilitation  Kristine Lee, PT / Joanna (Freeman) Pyke, PT

Surgery   
Dr. Krista Halling / Dr. Alexandra Bos 
Dr. Sylvain Bichot
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2017
ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING

Tuesday February 7, 2017

2017 TAVM AGM AGENDA

•    Call to order (Rob Jones)
•    Approval of February 10, 2016 AGM Minutes (Rob Jones)
•    Treasurer’s Report (Weiler & Company)
 
Approval of audited financial statements, year ending  Nov. 30, 2016

Appointment of auditor, Weiler & Co for financial year Dec. 1, 2016 to 
Nov. 30, 2017

•    Secretary’s Report (Rob Jones)
•    President’s Report (Rob Jones)
•    Other Business (Enna Hughes)
•    Adjournment (Enna Hughes)

2017 BoARD oF DIRECToRS
EXECUTIVE:

Dr. Robert Jones, Past President
Dr. Enna Hughes, President

Dr. Meredith Allum, President Elect/Treasurer
Dr. Fran Rotondo, Secretary

DIRECToRS:
Dr. Vivian Ungar – 1 year term

Dr. Pushproop Brar – 1 year term
4 Board of Director Positions to be elected at the AGM 

Annual General Meeting and Dinner 6:00pm-7:00pm

Dave & Buster’s, Concord
SouthEast corner of  Hwys 400 & 7 

120 Interchange Way, Concord, ON. L4K 5C3  
(905) 760-7600

Dinner open to all members - RSVP required

TAVM BY-lAWS oNlINE
The current TAVM By-laws can be viewed prior to the AGM online at www.tavm.org.
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breeds (and related mixed breeds) that 
have been speciously designated as 
problematic. 

• At the very least, there should be a 
requirement for anyone breeding dogs 
to be sold for profit to have some sort 
of a business license to do so. This 
should directly reduce the number of 
puppy mills and unscrupulous “back-
yard breeders”.

• The above would require periodic 
random inspections of designated  
facilities to insure their adherence to 
minimum standards. While you may 
think this would be costly for the 
taxpaying public, it would not nec-
essarily be so. In some municipali-
ties there is already a small army of  
animal control personnel to enforce the 
Dog Owners’ Liability Act restrictions 
on the “banned breeds”; by also visit-
ing breeding facilities these employees 
could be assigned to do something that 
might actually improve things for dogs, 
puppies, and the public.

• Probably the most constructive 
thing that could be done is to enforce 
that all dogs not being used specifi-
cally for breeding purposes are spayed 
or neutered. This would dramatically 
reduce the number of unwanted dogs, 
and would promote responsible pet 
ownership at the same time.

 Since the above four points are 
unlikely to be realized in the foresee-
able future, and considering the atti-
tude that the current government has 
towards dogs, what advice can veteri-
narians give to their clients to prevent 
them from falling prey to poor breed-
ing practices?

 First, don’t purchase dogs unseen 
over the internet. In fact, if it’s feasible 
to do so, personally visit the facility 
where the litter is. While there, ask to 
see a puppy’s parents and more impor-
tantly interact with them, since this is 
where the behavioural genetics of the 
litter are coming from. If a breeder is 
not willing to show you the parents 
of a puppy they want to sell you, find 
out why. If there’s not a good reason 
then this should raise a huge red flag.  
Request that a veterinary exam and ini-
tial vaccinations be given to any puppy 
for sale, and scrutinize the medical  
report for this exam. If there are any  
concerns, don’t be afraid to look into 
them. Finally, if a breeding pair of dogs 
has had a previous litter, ask for refer-
ences about these dogs from people 
who have them. 
 While these suggestions aren’t fool-
proof, they will certainly give a pro-
spective buyer an idea of what they are 
getting into. Also, I think a responsible 
breeder is more likely to cooperate with 
the above requests than one who is not. 
Until the government decides to enact 
some regulations to improve the cur-
rent situation that exists, people are on 
their own in this regard.
 For what it’s worth, I’ve recently ac-
quired a Mastiff puppy when he was 8 
weeks old (Henry is pictured on page 5 
at 12 weeks of age) and in doing so didn’t 
follow some of my own advice. Due to 
the litter being located several hundred 
kilometers away in another part of the 
province, it just wasn’t feasible to travel 
there to see them and their parents, al-
though the breeder did invite me to do 
so. Instead, I spoke with a veterinarian 
for this breeder who was personally fa-
miliar with the parents of the litter, and 

with a previous litter from the same 
breeding pair. After receiving good  
references (both behavioural and 
health) on the parents and the puppies 
from the previous litter, I requested that 
the results from a medical exam on the 
puppy I had selected be forwarded to 
me in advance. All things considered,  
I felt my efforts were sufficient under 
the circumstances. Only time will tell.
 A further comment I’d like to make 
is this: an increase in people who want 
a dog being willing to try adopting one 
would also help to reduce the number 
of dogs that are in need of homes. You 
may be thinking that it’s a bit hypocrit-
ical for me to say that, considering my 
last two dogs were puppies from breed-
ers. In response I’ll say that of the four 
dogs I currently “own”, two of them are 
rescues. I try to keep about a 50/50 ra-
tio of adopted dogs to puppies from a 
breeder.
 As far as the question posed in 
the title of this article, my answer to  
it would be a resounding “yes”.  Of course 
veterinarians and their provincial  
associations, such as the Ontario  
Veterinary Medical Association, should 
be involved in formulating any such 
regulations, along with the CKC. In my 
way of thinking, the creation of even 
some minimal standards for breeders 
to adhere to would be a win-win situ-
ation for everyone involved, especially 
dogs and their owners.

Are Dog Breeding Regulations Needed?
Continued from page 5

Kerry Vinson, founder of Animal Behaviour Consultants, 
has a BA in Psychology and has extensively studied animal 
learning and behaviour modification. In addition to 
conducting seminars on canine behaviour at colleges and other 
venues throughout Southern Ontario, and assessing dogs with 
behavioural problems, he has been designated by the Province 
as an Expert Witness in the area of canine aggression. As a 
result, he has testified on behalf of the Ontario Coroner’s Office 
in the Trempe Inquest, and numerous other high-profile court 
cases between 1999 and 2016. For more information, contact 
him at (800) 754-3920 or (705) 295-3920.
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STUDY
CaseWhat Is Your Diagnosis? 

Emergency Medicine
Colleen Mitchell, DVM, DipACVR, Diagnostic Imaging department 
Toronto Veterinary Emergency Hospital

 A five month old intact male  
Golden Retriever presented to the  
Toronto Veterinary Emergency Hospital 
for evaluation of vomiting and diarrhea. 
The vomition had been intermittent 
for 4 weeks. Recently the dog had  
developed diarrhea, and had vomited 
numerous times in the past 24 hours. 
The owners reported a possible 

history of foreign body ingestion.  
He had been dewormed previously 
and two fecal tests had been negative. 
On presentation, the puppy was 
bright and alert. On physical  
examination, he exhibited mild  
abdominal discomfort; no other  
abnormalities were detected. Blood 
chemistry revealed mild hyperphos-

phatemia, mild hyperkalemia, mild  
hypochloremia, mild hyponatre-
mia and mild hypoproteinemia. 
CBC showed a mild leukocytosis 
(WBC 19 x 103 /uL) characterized by  
lymphocytosis and thrombocytosis. 
Abdominal radiographs were  
obtained. Right lateral and ventrodor-
sal views are shown below:

What is your 
diagnosis? 

What is your next 
diagnostic or 
therapeutic step?
         ... see page 13
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2017
SEMINARS

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 7 M A R C H  2 0 1 7
Sun    Mon Tue     Wed     Thu Fri Sat
   1  2   3 4 
5 6 7 8 9  10 11 
12 13 14 15 16  17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31

V E T E R I N A R Y  S E R I E S
Tuesday, February 7
2:00pm - 9:00pm

Current and Future Directions in Insulin 
Therapy
SPEAKER:  Jinelle Webb, DVM, MSc, DVSc, Diplomate ACVIM 

Insulin therapy has evolved for both dogs and cats, as some human insulin products 
are discontinued and new insulin products enter the market. This talk will review  
current insulin products available, such as Prozinc insulin and Detemir insulin. We 
will also discuss developments in insulin therapy.

Canine Perianal and Rectal Neoplasia
SPEAKER:  Meredith Gauthier, DVM, DACVIM (Oncology) 
Rectal and perianal tumours are relatively common in canine patients. The location 
of these masses poses particular diagnostic and therapeutic challenges, however with 
early detection and appropriate intervention a favourable prognosis is often possible. 
This lecture will focus on the most common tumour types with case examples along 
with some more unusual case presentations.

Gait Analysis: Is It Orthopedic, Neurologic, or 
Systemic Disease?
SPEAKER:  Carolina Duque, DVM, MSc, DVSc, ACVIM Diplomate (Neurology)   

This practical session will present videos of clinical cases to allow discussions about 
lesion localization and characterize different gait abnormalities. Examples of medical 
and orthopedic conditions that manifest with alteration of the gait resembling  
neurologic disease will be covered.

Dealing with the Respiratory Emergencies and 
their Associated Conditions 
SPEAKER:  Jennifer Kyes, DVM, DACVECC 
Respiratory emergencies are exceedingly difficult to manage. This group of patients 
cannot always be handled for physical examination let alone diagnostics. This lecture 
will help you deal with these unique patients including specific history taking, a  
focused physical exam, interpreting the diagnostics and how to recognize common 
respiratory conditions.

Canine Hip Dysplasia: To Cut or Not to Cut?
SPEAKER:  Krista B Halling, DVM, ACVS Diplomate 
This lecture discusses the pathogenesis, diagnosis and management of hip dysplasia, 
in both young and old dogs. We will focus on available treatments and indications 
for physical rehabilitation and conservative management versus surgical intervention.

SPONSOR: Summit Veterinary
        Pharmacy 

Speaker biographies are on page 12

Tuesday, March 14
2:00pm - 8:30pm

Gastroenterology: The Bad, The Badder, and 
The Baddest
SPEAKER:  Michael D. Willard, DVM, MS, Texas A&M University, 
College of Veterinary Medicine

This will be a case-based discussion of a wide range of gastrointestinal problems 
affecting small animals.  The idea is for the audience to work along with the  
presenter in figuring out what the issue is.  Once a diagnosis is arrived at, a  
discussion of the most important points in diagnosis, including common mistakes 
in the diagnostic as well as the therapeutic approach will follow.  For example, 
the sensitivity of PCR tests and ultrasound and various biopsy techniques will be  
examined. Therapeutic trials will be considered in detail.  Chronic diarrhea 
(small bowel, large bowel, and protein-losing) and chronic vomiting and/or  
regurgitation will be some of the primary problems that are examined.  Primary  
gastrointestinal diseases (i.e., esophageal, gastric, small intestinal and large 
 intestinal) as well as secondary GI diseases (especially the pancreas and liver) will 
be included. Although some of the problems may appear to be uncommon to  
many practitioners, all these disease are in fact common enough that any busy  
primary care practice should see them routinely.  Specific examples of diseases 
that will be discussed include segmental esophageal weakness, esophagitis,  
benign esophageal strictures, hiatal hernias, gastric ulceration/erosion, dietary/
antibiotic responsive small and large intestinal diseases, lymphangiectasia,  
pancreatitis, chronic hepatitis, infectious cholecystitis, gallstones, and congenital 
portosystemic shunts.  Fecal transplantation will also be discussed.

SPONSOR: Royal Canin

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY:
Michael D. Willard, DVM, MS, Texas A&M University, 
College of Veterinary Medicine
 
DR. WILLARD is a 1975 graduate of the Texas A&M 
University, College of Veterinary Medicine. He did 
his internship and Masters degree at Kansas State 
University and his internal medicine residency at 
Michigan State University. After that, Dr. Willard 
held faculty appointments at Michigan State Uni-
versity, Mississippi State University and now Texas 
A&M University. He also consulted and worked at 
a private referral practice. He is currently a profes-
sor of Small Animal Clinical Science and specializes 
in gastroenterology, hepatology, pancreatology and 
endoscopy (flexible and rigid). Dr. Willard has given over 3,000 hours post-grad-
uate continuing education lectures (nationally and internationally), has over 80 
referenced publications and has over 130 book chapters in print. He has worked 
extensively on sled dogs as well as with the World Small Animal Veterinary Asso-
ciation GI biopsy workgroup. He is currently an Associate editor for the Journal 
of Veterinary Internal Medicine.

Sun    Mon Tue     Wed     Thu Fri Sat

   1  2   3 4 

5 6 7 8  9  10 11 

12 13 14 15 16  17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
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H o S p I TA l  p E R S o N N E l  S E R I E S
Wednesday, February 8
7:30pm - 10:00pm

Let’s Talk Tumours
SPEAKER:  Erin Richardson, RVT, CESMT, CCMT 
Starting with a brief overview about tumours in general; the broad spectrum. 
Followed up by a more in-depth talk about specific tumours.

Helping to Treat the Diabetic Patient - “What 
Every RVT Should Know”
SPEAKER:  Lisa Heavens, RVT  
Glucose curve, the Sumogyi effect and where does the potassium go? Just a 
few of the things we will discuss to help you treat your diabetic patients.

SPONSOR: Summit Veterinary 
        Pharmacy 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES:

SPEAKER:  Erin Richardson, RVT Oncology 
Mississauga Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital 
 
Erin Richardson is a registered veterinary technician with the Mississauga 
Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital. She was worked for the hospital  
for more than seven years in the emergency, neurology, internal medicine 
and oncology units. She is a member of the hospital’s infectious control  
committee and has served on the health and safety committee. In addition,  
Erin is a certified equine and canine message therapist. Erin graduated from 
Seneca College’s Veterinary Technician Program with Honours in 2009. Prior 
to becoming an RVT, Erin was a dancer with the National Ballet of Canada  
for eight years.

SPEAKER:  Lisa Heavens, Lead RVT – ICU
Mississauga Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital  
Lisa graduated from Seneca College in 1997, and immediately began her  
carrier in Emergency Medicine. She has worked at the Mississauga Oakville 
Veterinary Emergency Hospital for her entire career. Outside of work, she loves 
to spend to time with my husband, daughter and furry four legged kids.

Wednesday, March 8
7:30pm - 10:00pm

Dental Radiography Equipment, Techniques 
and Interpretation
SPEAKER:  Sharon French, DVM, FAVD, Veterinary Emergency Clinic and 
Referral Centre

A brief review of the principles of radiography will be discussed. 

The necessity of taking dental radiographs even during the most routine COHAT 
will be reinforced.  Dental radiography is divided into three main categories:  
traditional hard film dental radiography direct digital and computed digital  
radiography.  The pros and cons of each system will be reviewed.  Various suppliers 
of dental radiographic equipment in Canada will be discussed. It is also possible 
to take dental radiographs using traditional dental film and large x-ray machines. 
While cumbersome, it is better than no imaging.

There is an often frustrating learning curve to become proficient in taking good qual-
ity dental radiographs. There are several tricks and techniques that can help master 
the bisecting angle technique technique, especially in brachycephalics and cats, and  
the standard Q-tip and paper towel roll techniques will be presented. The SLOB 
rule will be explained. 

Temporomandibular joint radiographs have a significant place in dental practice. 
Proficiency in isolating these joints without significant distortion is a wonderful 
skill to acquire. TMJ issues are often overlooked especially in older felines.  
The ability to have good quality radiographs to identify sometimes subtle changes 
is invaluable. 

Dental radiograph interpretation will be discussed with examples from all major 
disease categories. Radiographs submitted for interpretation will be reviewed and 
examples of common pit falls and mistakes will be discussed in an interactive form. 

SPONSOR:  Hill’s Pet Nutrition

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY:
Sharon French, DVM, FAVD, Veterinary  
Emergency Clinic and Referral Centre

Dr. French graduated from OVC in 1985 and 
entered general practice in Whitby, Ontario. She 
obtained her FAVD status in 1995. She has been 
the Dentist for the Toronto Zoo since 1992 and 
has practiced at the VEC since 2001.

2017
SEMINARS

Mark your calendars for these exciting continuing 
education seminars.  As always, seminars are held 

at Dave and Buster’s in Concord.

Dave & Buster’s, Concord,  SouthEast corner of Hwys 400 & 7
120 Interchange Way, Concord, ON. L4K 5C3 

(905) 760-7600



Tuesday, February 7

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES:

SPEAKER:  Jinelle Webb, DVM, MSc, DVSc, Diplomate ACVIM
Internal Medicine Department
Mississauga Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital

Dr. Webb graduated from the Ontario Veterinary College in 
2001, and she finished her Residency in Small Animal Internal 
Medicine at the OVC in 2005. She obtained board certification 
with the ACVIM that year.  Dr. Webb started the Small Animal 
Internal Medicine and Oncology service in 2006 at the Missis-
sauga-Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital. She currently 
sees clinical cases at the MOVEH hospital. Dr. Webb also lectures 
throughout southern Ontario, and has involvement in several 
research projects and manuscripts.

SPEAKER:  Meredith Gauthier, DVM, DACVIM (Oncology) 
Medical Oncologist 
Mississauga Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital

Dr. Meredith Gauthier graduated from the Ontario Veterinary 
College with distinction in 2004. Following graduation, she 
completed a rotating internship in a small animal medicine 
and surgery at OVC. Dr. Gauthier pursued an interest in cancer 
treatment and research by completing a three year residency in 
oncology at Tufts University. She obtained board certification 
with the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine, 
Subspecialty of Oncology and joined the Mississauga Oakville 
Veterinary Emergency Hospital in 2008.

SPEAKER:  Carolina Duque, DVM, MSc, DVSc, ACVIM  
Diplomate (Neurology)   
Director Neurology Department 
Mississauga Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital 

Dr. Duque completed her training in veterinary neurology at the 
Ontario Veterinary College (OVC), University of Guelph. She 
obtained a Masters degree in veterinary neurology in 2000 and 
also completed a DVSc program in 2003. In 2004, Dr. Duque 
joined the Veterinary Teaching Hospital of the OVC as a clinical 
neurologist and provided training to graduate and undergraduate 
students. Dr. Duque has fulfilled the strict guidelines set by the 
American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine in order to 
receive her board certification in neurology in 2006. Dr. Duque 
opened the neurology service at Mississauga Oakville Veterinary 
Emergency Hospital in February 2006 and currently works as 
the director of the service.

SPEAKER:  Jennifer Kyes, DVM,
Criticalist 
Mississauga Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital 

Dr. Jennifer Kyes received her DVM in 2004 from the Ontario 
Veterinary College. From 2004-2005, Dr. Kyes completed a  
rotating internship in small animal medicine and surgery at  
the VCA Veterinary Referral & Emergency Center in Norwalk, 
Connecticut.
 An interest in emergency medicine and critical care led her 
to enter a residency program at Ocean State veterinary specialists 
in Rhode Island.  She completed her residency in and became 
board certified in Emergency and Critical Care Medicine in 
2009.   
 In 2009, Dr. Kyes joined the Mississauga-Oakville Veteri-
nary Emergency Hospital and Referral Group to lead the critical 
care department. She started the canine and feline blood donor 
program and has been involved in several in hospital charities 
including the MOVE Pet Foundation. 
 In 2015, Dr. Kyes offered and mentored the small animal  
internship and the emergency and critical care residency  
program.

SPEAKER:  Krista B Halling, DVM, ACVS Diplomate   
Surgery  
Mississauga Oakville Veterinary Emergency Hospital

Dr. Halling graduated with distinction from the Ontario Veterinary 
College and then completed a small animal internship at Colorado 
State University and a residency in Small Animal Surgery at the  
University of Florida. Following Board certification with the  
American College of Veterinary Surgeons, she taught at the  
University of Guelph as an Assistant Professor of Small Animal 
Surgery. Dr. Halling joined the Mississauga-Oakville Veterinary 
Emergency Hospital in 2006. She is certified in Canine  
Rehabilitation, has served on the Resident Credentialing Committee 
of the ACVS and has spoken at local and international veterinary 
associations. Her special interests include surgical management of 
canine cruciate ligament deficiency, canine rehabilitation, and  
applications of IMEX external fixation systems. When not  
working, Dr. Halling enjoys multiday outdoor adventures,  
traveling, paddling, cycling and rock climbing.

V E T E R I N A R Y  S E R I E S

Continued from page 10
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Radiographic findings: There is de-
creased abdominal serosal detail.  
The stomach is mildly distended with 
gas and there is moderate diffuse gas 
distension within the small intestines. 
The cecum, ascending and transverse 
colon are not visible. In the left abdo-
men, there is a cylindrical soft tissue 
mass in a loop of gas-filled intestine. 
These findings are consistent with  

ileocecocolic intussusception. 
 To confirm that the soft tissue 
mass was in the colon, a pneumocolo-
gram was performed. A Foley catheter  
was inserted into the rectum and 
150 mls of air was introduced. The 
ventrodorsal radiograph was then 
repeated (see below) and confirmed 
the location of the mass within the 
descending colon.

 Exploratory laparotomy revealed 
a small amount of free fluid and an il-
eocecocolic intussusception. No oth-
er abnormalities were detected. The 
intussusception could not be reduced 
fully without significant tearing of 
the serosa; accordingly a resection 
and anastomosis was performed to 
remove the remaining portion of the 
intussusception to normal-appearing 
ileum and jejunum. The patient re-
covered well from surgery and was 
discharged two days postoperatively.
 Since a large portion of the ileum 
was resected, there was concern for 
short bowel syndrome. The canine 
ileum is approximately 15 cm in 
length and is responsible for absorp-
tion of cobalamin (vitamin B12) and 
bile acids. Diarrhea, steatorrhea and 
malabsorption can occur if a large 
proportion (50-80 %) of the small in-
testines is removed, particularly with 
resection of the distal intestine or the 
ileocecocolic junction. On follow-
up appointments with the internal 
medicine service, diarrhea was not 
an ongoing problem and the serum 
cobalamin levels remained in the 
normal range.

STUDY
CaseWhat Is Your Diagnosis? 

Emergency Medicine
Continued from page 9

Colleen Mitchell, DVM, DipACVR, 
Diagnostic Imaging department
Toronto Veterinary Emergency Hospital

Dr. Mitchell graduated from OVC in 1986. She spent 
18 years in small animal practice in southern Ontario. 
During this time, she developed a special interest in 
radiology and ultrasound which prompted her to enter the 
diagnostic imaging residency program at OVC in 2004. Dr. 
Mitchell became a Diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Radiologists in 2007 and completed her thesis 
(MRI findings in spinal ataxia) and DVSc degree in 2009. 
Dr. Mitchell joined the referral service at the Toronto 
Veterinary Emergency Hospital in 2008 as the first board 
certified radiologist in private practice in the GTA. Dr. 
Mitchell performs all in-house ultrasounds and reviews 
all imaging studies done at TVEH (radiographs, CT and 
off-site MRI). Dr. Mitchell also accepts radiographic stud-
ies from referring veterinarians by electronic transfer or 
courier for evaluation.
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 Readers of our new book, Negotiating 
Commercial Leases & Renewals FOR 
DUMMIES, will learn (in part) that 
the leasing process can take differ-
ing amounts of time, depending on 
whether you’re opening your first or 
fifth veterinary practice location. You 
can discover a lot during your first few 
lease deals that you can carry forward 
– potentially saving you both time and 
money with further leasing projects. 
The key is to give yourself ample time 
so you can recover from setbacks and 
delays without it costing you more 
capital or rent.
 At The Lease Coach, we have 
heard from many tenants who have  
explained how they felt pressured by 
real estate agents who keep pushing 
them to make a deal or sign a letter 
of intent. Many of those same tenants 
have regretted caving in to that pres-
sure and making hasty decisions. Often 
you will get a call from the agent say-
ing that someone else is looking at the 
space you looked at last week, so you 
had better hurry and sign an offer to 
lease. Don’t let stuff like that sway you.  
Pace yourself. Go your own speed and 
get it done right. 
 Time is also the new money for 
many successful veterinarians who can 
better spend their time doing what 
they do best or what only they can 
do for themselves and their practice. 
Many veterinarian tenants hire pro-
fessionals to save them time so why 
not use a professional lease consultant  
to handle your commercial leasing 
matters too? The entire lease process 
can take 20 to 40 hours stretched over 

many months – this is time that you 
may better delegate to someone who 
does this for a living.
 Pay attention to timelines as well 
as these can be critically important. 
Most often, any condition stated in 
the offer to lease may be for a finite 
period of time (e.g. ten days). If you 
know up front that you need more 
time to get your financing in order 
or have your contractor look over the 
commercial space, then ask for more 
days in advance. It is better to have 
a 20-day condition period rather 
than your having to keep extending 
five-day condition periods.
 Timing plays a key role with your 
lease renewal. Ideally, a veterinarian 
tenant will want to start the lease re-
newal process 12 – 15 months in ad-
vance of their lease expiration date. 
More precisely, look at your renewal-
option clause. If this says your cut-off 
date for exercising your lease-renewal 
is six months before your lease expires, 
you would need to start the renewal 
process six months before that – or a 
total of 12 months in advance.
 Note that your strength or lever-
age may lessen the closer you get to 
the cut-off deadline, so the farther in 
advance you can find out what the 
landlord wants to do with your tenan-
cy and rental rate, the more time you 
have to react. If you’re going to get bad 
news, you will want that information 
sooner rather than later. Do keep in 
mind that most landlords want (and 
plan) to have their tenants renew, so 
you’re usually on the same page plan-
wise anyway. 
 This also applies in cases where 
you don’t have a renewal option and 
want to remain in your same location.  

The closer you get to the end of your 
term the less relocation time you have, 
and it becomes clearer to the landlord 
that you can’t (or don’t) intend to 
consider relocating. Doing this all in 
advance also impacts your own peace-
of-mind … when you can put the lease 
renewal to bed earlier, it reduces your 
own stress dramatically. 
 For a copy of our free CD, Leasing 
Dos & Don’ts for Commercial Tenants, 
please e-mail your request to  
JeffGrandfield@TheLeaseCoach.com.

The Importance of Time, Timelines, 
and Timing with Your Commercial 
Lease – For Veterinarian Tenants
Dale Willerton and Jeff Grandfield 
- The Lease Coach

Dale Willerton and Jeff Grandfield - The Lease Coach 
are Commercial Lease Consultants who work exclusively for 
tenants. Dale and Jeff are professional speakers and co-authors 
of Negotiating Commercial Leases & Renewals For Dummies 
(Wiley, 2013). Got a leasing question? Need help with your 
new lease or renewal? Call 1-800-738-9202, e-mail DaleWill-
erton@TheLeaseCoach.com or visit www.TheLeaseCoach.com. 
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Minutes from the 2016 TAVM AGM
2016 Annual General Meeting 
6:00pm, Tuesday, 
February 9, 2016

1.0  Call to Order 

Senani Ratnayake, President of TAVM for the year 
2015 called the meeting to order at 6:14pm with  
approximately 102 members in attendance.

S. Ratnayake announced that a quorum was present.

MOTION: That the agenda be approved as 
circulated.
Proposed: E. Yearwood  
Seconded: E. Hughes 
Motion carried

2. Approval of Minutes of February 
10, 2015 AGM
MOTION:  That the 2015 AGM minutes be ap-
proved as circulated.
Proposed: R. Jones
Seconded: E. Yearwood
Motion carried

3. Treasurer’s Report

S. Ratnayake called upon Michael Kerr from Weiler 
& Company to give the Financial Report.

M. Kerr explained that everyone present has re-
ceived a copy of the financials for the 2015 fiscal 
year. M. Kerr went over the report and explained 
that no issues were found. He then highlighted dif-
ferent areas of the report, including the cash for the 
year and net assets, and that the Statement of Opera-
tions was good as well. 

M. Kerr asked the members if there were any ques-
tions. No questions forthcoming.

MOTION:  To approve the audited financial state-
ments, year ending November 30, 2015.
Proposed: J. Katchin
Seconded: R. Black
Motion carried

MOTION:  To approve Weiler & Company as the 
auditor going forward for 2016.
Proposed: J. Katchin
Seconded: E. Hughes
Motion carried

4. Secretary’s Report
R. Jones gave the Secretary Report as the F. Rotondo 
was not able to be in attendance, he reported that:  

The Secretary is always looking for new topics or 
articles for Scalpel, any suggestions would be more 
than appreciated. R. Jones thanked the numerous 
sponsors of Scalpel, for their continued dedicated to 
Continuing Education and TAVM. Finally, R. Jones 
thanked the current Secretary, F. Rotondo, for all of 
her hard work on the Scalpel this past year. 

5. Election of Officers & Directors 
for 2016

S. Ratnayake explained that there are cur-
rently 4 vacancies for positions on the Board of  
Directors with 4 nominations for those posi-
tions. The Nominations has proposed that the 
4 nominees running for the 4 vacancies are  
accepted as presented.

MOTION: To accept Edith Yearwood, Frank 
Lee, Pushproop Brar and Vivian Ungar for  
the available positions on the TAVM Board of Di-
rectors.

Proposed: R. Jones
Seconded: M. Allum
Motion carried

MOTION: That the slate of Executive and  
Directors be accepted as per the following list:

EXECUTIVE:
Dr. Cheryl Birss, Past-President
Senani Ratnayake, President
Dr. Rob Jones, President Elect & Treasurer
Dr. Fran Rotondo, Secretary

DIRECTORS:
Dr. Avery Gillick
Dr. Enna Hughes
Dr. Frank Lee
Dr. Edith Yearwood
Dr. Lori Corrigan

Proposed: L. Broadhurst
Seconded: J. Katchin
Motion carried

6. President’s Report
S. Ratnayake, President for 2015 gave the following 
report:

I would like to take this opportunity to personally 
thank you for attending tonight. As I commented 
earlier in the day, the TAVM will celebrate its 65th 
Birthday this year and that simply would not have 
been possible without the ongoing support of a 
loyal and dedicated membership. 2015 allowed us to 
bring you another incredible line-up of speakers for 
both veterinarians and hospital personnel. We truly 
believe that the TAVM provides incredible value for 
your money in its offerings and want to remind you 
that, as veterinary series members you are not only 
paying for the 7 vet series speakers – you also have 
access to attend any of the 7 hospital personnel se-
ries lectures that interest you. The role of the Direc-
tors is to exceed the needs of our membership while 
fulfilling our mandate and being fiscally responsible. 
We hope you appreciate that we work hard to ensure 
you receive high quality continuing education in a 
pleasant environment with good food offerings. We 
also hope that you recognize how hard it is to please 
everybody, and that we are trying our best with new 
food selections like the Mediterranean night back in 
October and ongoing adjustments within our venue 
with sound equipment etc. 

You will have noticed our efforts in trying to save 
on printing and courier costs while respecting con-

fidentiality when we implemented our online sur-
vey tool. In all seriousness though, we do appreciate 
that you take the time to submit your two cents! As 
we gear up for our first Board meeting of the year 
we ask that you please take the time, if you haven’t  
already, to submit your top speaker picks for 2017 – 
it may sound far away but we will be discussing the 
new line-up ASAP as we want to book our speakers 
before their schedules fill up.

Your TAVM Directors volunteer countless hours 
outside of the monthly Board Meetings to complete 
tasks assigned to them as committee members. 

Fran Rotondo took on the role of Secretary this year 
and editor of The Scalpel. This requires a great deal 
of time on her part and the commitment to produce 
a well-rounded newsletter with a balance of medi-
cal, feel-good and human-interest pieces, relevant 
to veterinary professionals. I want to thank Edith 
Yearwood who not only Chaired our Nominations 
Committee but also participates on our By-Law 
Committee.  I want to thank Enna Hughes who 
sat on our By-Law Committee and Lori Corrigan 
who, in her first year on the Board, took a position 
on the Nominations Committee. Frank Lee headed 
our Veterinary Series Committee and Cheryl Birss 
and Meredith Allum sat on our Hospital Personnel 
Committee – these groups are responsible for con-
tacting and confirming all of our speakers for the 
upcoming year. I want to say a very special heart-
felt thank you to Nina Vaughn. As many of you are 
aware, Nina took over as the TAVM administrator 
this year. The Toronto Academy would not be pos-
sible if it wasn’t for the hard work Nina puts in and 
so I’d like to give her a special round of applause.

Finally, this year we said goodbye to a long-time 
Director, Dr. Avery Gillick as he moved out West to 
pursue new and exciting adventures. We will also 
be saying goodbye to our Past President Dr. Cheryl 
Birss as she completes her tenure on our Board. 
Cheryl – your contributions have been invaluable 
and your easy-going personality and no-nonsense 
work ethic will be missed. Along with planning the 
2015 lecture series, the board continued to review 
our by-laws to ensure that we remain current.  As we 
are a non-profit association, TAVM will have to en-
sure that we are compliant with Ontario’s updated 
Not for profit Corporations Act.  

I have very much enjoyed acting as your President 
over the past 12 months and appreciate the oppor-
tunity to have Chaired the Board into our 65th year. 
With the year coming to a close it is my honour to 
invite Dr. Robert Jones to the podium and ask that 
you join me in welcoming him as your new TAVM 
President!

7. Other Business
No other business was presented.

8. Adjournment
MOTION: That the meeting be adjourned.
Proposed: P. Brar
Seconded: J. Katchin
Motion carried

Meeting adjourned at 6:31 pm.



Utah, as it is in many parts of the 
country. No thick layer of snow 
there now to freeze your poor 
pooch’s paws. Ideal weather for hik-
ing with an energetic dog.
 But there are many caveats to 
keep in mind if you are letting your 
dog run off-leash, especially along 
wilderness trails and meadows. The 
first, and most important, is that 
your voice should be an absolute 
magnet to your pet. Train your dog 
so that if you call, he or she will 
come immediately. This must be 
very strict training. But that’s only 
part one.
 Part two is that you’re also there 
to get a workout. You are running 
with your dog. That means your 
heart is pounding as well. Your 
pooch should never be more than 
three feet away. If you can’t run fast 
enough to keep up, leash up the dog 
and run together. You’ll be pulled 
along by the leash, so you’ll easily 
run faster with less effort.
 Part three: are you running up a 
meadow, like a wide run at a snow 
resort that has not yet opened for 
the season? There’s usually so much 
room that you can see if other 
dogs or people are nearby, and take 
necessary precautions. Or are you 
running up a narrow trail with a 
hill on one side and a cliff, or steep 
drop-off, on the other? That’s a 
dangerous kind of trail to take with 
your furry best friend. Another dog 
may come along and start barking 
or acting aggressively. Your pooch 
may be frightened enough to run off 
the trail and fall over the cliff, lead-
ing to injuries or even death. The 
sad part is that you’ll have to find a 
way down to it and perhaps also find 
a way to carry your pet back to your 
vehicle if it’s injured.
 If your dog tends to aggres-
sively vocalize with stranger dogs, 
a muzzle may be a good idea. That 
way, your dog can’t bark or bite.
At the same time, another impor-
tant thing to remember is that even 
though temperatures may be cool, 
both you and your dog will eventu-
ally need water after getting warmed 
up by a hard run. Carry a water 
bottle for you in your backpack, 
carry a foldable water bowl for 
your dog and enough water to fill it 
several times for your canine.
 Running in the wilderness is a 
wonderful way to spend a day bond-
ing with your dog, especially before 
the snows of winter make it hard 
to do. Afterwards, you’ll both love 
each other even more than you do 
now.

FROM ThE hIGh PARk 
CAPYBARAS TO hOT PIGS, 
CANADA’S FURRIEST, 
SADDEST AND MOST 
NEWS-WORThY ANIMALS 
OF 2016
The National Post
Liam Casey
Sunday December 11, 2016

 Animals seem to slither their way 
into the news every year. And 2016 
saw numerous animals become the 
centrepiece of high-profile court 
proceedings and political hot pota-
toes.
 Here are some of this year’s  
Canadian animal newsmakers:

High Park capybaras
 Two large rodents escaped a 
downtown Toronto zoo last May 
and remained at large for weeks in 
a giant park. High Park Zoo staff 
dubbed the animals, just six months 
old, Bonnie and Clyde. The daring 
escape led to dozens of sightings. 
Animal detectives flocked to the 
park to try to find the critters. 
Zoo staff laid traps with food near 
the park’s waterways since, they 
explained, capybaras like to hide in 
the water with just their noses above 
the surface — and that’s where they 
liked to mate. One was eventually 
caught June 12 and the other re-
mained free until June 28. The hunt 
for Bonnie and Clyde reportedly 
cost the city $15,000.

Animal House
 In August, the Ikea monkey’s for-
mer owner, Yasmin Nakhuda, threw 
an annual party for her supporters 
where she met her two new mon-
keys, Caesar and Diva – the latest 
additions to her growing menagerie. 
Guests roamed Nakhuda’s sprawling 
property in Kawartha Lakes, Ont., 
watching burlesque dancers, sipping 
wine and snapping photographs of 
the other animals: two miniature 
donkeys, a wallaroo named Wall-E, 
a few alpacas groomed like best-in-
show poodles, two tiny marmosets, 
two ferrets and a skittish black-and-
white fox.
 Nakhuda moved there in 2014 
after losing her “son” Darwin, a 
Japanese macaque that escaped from 
her car and wandered into an Ikea 
store. Images of the tiny monkey 
wearing a beige shearling coat trig-
gered a social media frenzy and a 
legal battle that Nakhuda eventually 
lost to an animal sanctuary where 
Darwin now lives.
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In the
NEWS

Kerry Vinson, B.A. (Psych), Certificates in Canine Behaviour Problems

Animal Behaviour
Consultants
Behavioural Assessments

of Problem Dogs 
done in your client’s home

Focusing on Canine Aggression

Serving Toronto and surrounding areas.
For information, visit

www.animalbehaviourconsultants.com
or call (800) 754-3920 or (705) 295-3920

NEW
WEBSITE

In The News continues on page 18

GET A WORkOUT BY 
RUNNING FREE WITh 
YOUR DOG

The Toronto Star
Wina Sturgeon
Monday November 27, 2016

 
 This writer lives in a won-
derful range: almost exactly 
halfway between the city of 
Salt Lake and the wild foothills 
and mountains that surround 

it. Dogs in the city are walked 
sedately, on a leash, along the 
concrete surfaces. In the wilder-
ness of the foothills, they often 
run free. This gives canines a 
heart-thumping workout as 
they scramble up the trails of 
the resorts, along with their hu-
man companions.
 The only reason I give you 
this information now, instead 
of months ago, is because it’s 
still unseasonably warm in 



New Brunswick python
 In an emotional trial that ended in No-
vember, a jury found a New Brunswick man 
not guilty of criminal negligence causing 
death after his African rock python escaped 
its enclosure and killed two young boys three 
years ago. 
 Four-year-old Noah Barthe and Connor 
Barthe, 6, died during a sleepover in Jean-
Claude Savoie’s apartment in August 2013. 
The python escaped by travelling through a 
ventilation duct and dropping into the living 
room where the boys slept. A pathologist who 
performed autopsies on the boys said they 
died of asphyxiation and each was covered in 
puncture wounds from snake bites.
 The boys, who were best friends with Savoie’s 
son, had spent the day of the sleepover petting 
animals and playing at a farm owned by Savoie’s 
father. They stayed over in Savoie’s apartment, 
which was above the Reptile Ocean pet store he 
owned at the time. A former Toronto Zoo cura-
tor of reptiles testified that snakes become more 
aggressive when they detect possible sources of 
food — and an attack would have been unlikely 
had there been no animal smells on the boys.

Montreal pit bulls
 A pit bull escaped from a Montreal home 
in June and savagely attacked and killed a 
woman in her own backyard, setting in mo-
tion a fierce political battle that has ended up 
in court. Police shot and killed the dog as it 
stood over a lifeless Christiane Vadnais.
 Montreal Mayor Denis Coderre led the 
charge as the city swiftly passed a bylaw ban-
ning new pit bulls and placing strict rules on 
current owners of pit bulls when walking the 
animals or keeping them outside the home. 
The bylaw was quickly challenged by the local 
SPCA in court, which suspended it until it 
hears legal arguments. The Montreal SPCA 
argued that some elements are discriminatory, 
unreasonable and unenforceable and would 
result in all pit bulls being penalized regard-
less of their behaviour. In November, the 
Crown said it would not lay charges against 
the dog’s owner, further galvanizing Coderre’s 
belief the city needs the bylaw.

Alleged fighting dogs
 Last January, Ontario’s animal welfare 
agency filed a court application to destroy 21 
dogs seized in a raid on an alleged dogfighting 
ring. The Ontario Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals and Chatham-Kent 
police took 31 the dogs in October 2015 from 
a home in Tilbury, Ont. Five people now face 
more than 300 criminal charges related to ani-
mal cruelty and weapons offences. Three of 
the dogs were euthanized for medical reasons, 
but the OSPCA requires court approval to 
put down 21 others for behavioural reasons. 
The American SPCA evaluated the dogs and 
said they are some of the most aggressive dogs 
they had ever seen.

 The dogs have been kept in a secret loca-
tion for more than a year now as the case 
makes its way through the judicial system. 
Some of the dogs had puppies that are now 
fully grown and stand a good chance at being 
adopted outside the province — pit bulls are 
banned in Ontario — once the case is com-
plete. Throngs of animal activists have shown 
up to every court date. Even Don Cherry, a 
noted animal lover, wants the dogs saved. Two 
animal groups, Animal Justice and Dog Tales, 
tried to intervene in the case, arguing they 
would represent the best interests of the dogs. 
A judge in December denied their application. 
The case continues.

Dead belugas
 Two beluga whales, a mother and her 
daughter, died mysteriously nine days apart 
at the Vancouver Aquarium in November. 
Aquarium officials said the pair — Aurora, 29, 
and Qila, 21 — exhibited similar symptoms 
before dying, but examinations failed to pin-
point why they died. They were the last two 
belugas at the facility, although it does own 
five others that are currently housed at marine 
parks in the United States. Officials said none 
will return to Vancouver and plans to expand 
the beluga tank will be put on hold.

Hot Pigs
 In August, an Ontario woman went to 
trial to defend a criminal mischief charge for 
giving water to pigs on their way to slaughter. 
Animal activist Anita Krajnc told court she 
gave pigs water through a porthole on June 
22, 2015, and got into a heated argument 
with the driver of the truck transporting the 
animals to a slaughterhouse. The pigs’ owner 
filed a complaint with police the next day and 
later told court he was worried for the safety 
of his animals, which, by law, are his property. 
The Crown agrees with the farmer, saying 
Krajnc was interfering with his property when 
she gave the pigs water.
 Krajnc pleaded not guilty and used her de-
fence to put the meat industry on trial, testify-
ing that giving bacon to kids was akin to child 
abuse. The case has dragged due to a sporadic 
court schedule and isn’t expected to conclude 
until next March. Krajns was back in the news 
in October after a transport truck carrying 
pigs to slaughter crashed, killing 40, while 
more than 100 were walked to the nearby 
abattoir. Krajnc was arrested and charged with 
obstructing a peace officer. She said she was 
arrested after she went behind police tape to 
take photographs of the pigs.

Bowmanville Zoo tiger amid controversy.
 The owner of an Ontario zoo famous for 
providing animals for Hollywood movies was 
charged with five counts of animal cruelty in 
April after a video surfaced of a man appear-
ing to whip one of his tigers. The video taken 
at Bowmanville Zoo, east of Toronto, was 
captured by an undercover operative working 
with the activist group, People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA), which released 

the footage in December 2015.
 Months later, the Ontario Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (OSPCA) 
charged Michael Hackenberger with four 
counts of causing an animal distress and 
one of failing to comply with the prescribed 
standards of care for an animal. Hackenberger 
said he was not guilty of the charges.
A Bowmanville Zoo spokesman, and long-
time friend of Hackenberger, said the zoo 
believes in his innocence.
 Hackenberger stepped down and the zoo 
closed in October, blaming the video for a 
“catastrophic” drop in attendance. The zoo, 
which was established in 1919 and claims to 
be the oldest private zoo in North America, 
is now in the process of finding homes for its 
animals. Two lions were recently sent to a zoo 
in New Brunswick.

Bears, guinea hens and a peacock.
 In late November, Ontario’s animal welfare 
agency laid five animal cruelty charges against 
Marineland, allegations of mistreatment that 
were quickly rejected by the Niagara Falls, 
Ont., tourist attraction. The OSPCA charges 
relate to the park’s bears, guinea hens and one 
peacock. The agency inspected Marineland  
after receiving a complaint about alleged 
animal cruelty.
 Marineland has denied all allegations and 
said it will “vigorously defend” itself in court. 
Marineland also said the OSPCA visited the 
park in response to a complaint “by a former 
animal care worker who was fired for poor 
performance and inappropriate behaviour.” 
Marineland said the former employee is seek-
ing revenge with the help of a “radical” animal 
rights organization based in California that 
filed the complaint.

Drowning penguins at the Zoo in 2014.
 Seven penguins drowned at the Calgary 
Zoo last week prompting calls for surveillance 
cameras in all animal enclosures. The zoo’s 
penguin exhibit had been closed for mainte-
nance and a colony of 22 Humboldt penguins 
was staying in a back holding room with two 
pools. Officials believe the incident happened 
some time between Wednesday afternoon and 
Thursday morning, when a zookeeper found 
seven penguins dead.
 Jamie Dorgan, the zoo’s director of animal 
care, said staff sampled the water and 
checked temperature and air conditioners, 
but nothing was out of sorts. Necropsies on 
the penguins confirmed they drowned.
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Brandon Hall is the acting Communications Manager for 
the Toronto Veterinary Emergency Hospital (TVEH). With 
a background in Event Planning and Hotel Management 
combined with his passion for animals, he is grateful for the 
opportunity to have both incorporated into his work-life. 
In his spare time Brandon enjoys evenings out with friends 
and family, riding horses and is usually seen with his dog 
Spencer tagging along beside him.
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